Community-based program for Latino substance abusers at risk for HIV.
In the year 2000, the Latino(1) population in the United States became the nation's largest ethnic and racial minority group. In Philadelphia, Latinos comprised 8.5% of the population with 71% identifying as Puerto Ricans. Ethnic and racial minorities are disproportionately affected by HIV infection. In 2002, HIV/AIDS was one of the top five causes of death among Latinos aged 35 to 44. In addition, the Latino population is at high risk for contracting HIV secondary to risky behaviors, such as substance abuse or unprotected sex. This article presents the findings from a project designed to decrease the risk for HIV infection among Latino substance abusers.